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recorders) and now video tools (for example, DVD players) (Mechling, Gast, & Seid, 
2010). Today, as with other AAC devices, prompting devices utilize mobile technologies 
(for example, iPad) (Ayres et al., 2013).

Finally, CAI is an area where technology is often incorporated for learners with 
autism spectrum disorders. Researchers support the use of CAI in the academic 
domains of literacy, science, and mathematics (Bouck et al., 2014; Pennington, 2010; 
Smith, Spooner, & Wood, 2013). Bouck and her colleagues (2014), for example, 
successfully taught elementary students with autism spectrum disorders addition and 
subtraction through use of virtual manipulatives with the National Library of Virtual 
Manipulatives (http://nlvm.usu.edu/en/).

Trends, Issues, and Controversies
Parents of individuals with autism spectrum disorders are exposed to a variety of treat-
ments that promise dramatic improvement or “cures” for their child. With so many 
possible causes of ASD, there are likely as many possible treatments that may help the 
family in caring for its child. Unfortunately, research has not advanced to the point 
that the cause can always be matched to an appropriate treatment. Families often rely 
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